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re‘.her world iud she was seirei fiercely ^u f caught Ck>*» atteatica 


iVi* the ankles and dragged below-. 
Only one pent shriek reached tk* rpper 
iL*. then the black folding* of an nu- 
Cu—ined abyss seemed to press their 
* eight of darkness against her eye* and 
i heavy doth was twisted about her head 
and over her mouth, choking back un- 
dtli«ered her hideous agony. 

Strong, lean arms ware instantly su at rh - 
j-j ter cp* and she was boma with mah- 
!rg *wiftness through ths uniargrouod 
-r ubufa cf a tranrplantad Oriental world. 

cloth of smothering wool was 
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watch orer a opium bail cook-lag dashed murderously, filled the passage, 

errer a tiny fame. | ^*7 tooaA their countryman lying la e 


One of the Chines, looked cp with;*?idled heap and gabbled orer him ex 
carfous cunning at th- slight sound ^pde 


res: rxi: {4 Br:«i«’ty. i 
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The nan and girl stood, pressed back 
against the moldy brink wall, hardly dap 

aad glared i£ro them in a kind of gratified !a * *>J n ~ '** 1 ^** 

rages the rery sight of which fio® the wlTTrta * A=d pat hla arm about her. bold- 


by the ahufiiag step of Go’s bearer. His 
narrow ebony eyes encountered the girl’s 


pj-r* blood. Loathing and fear a tbo» 
sand fold wtrra* than before Soodad orer 
her. It w-a* tha huge Manchurian that 
the looked upon, and h» had exchanged 
3 about her. determinedly struggling 1 with her abductur a nod and a kideoua 


iu: 

t: pierce the darkness. Door after doer 
c t» fry iron waa reached and unlocked. 
•; tjj clanged shut again, and the bolt* 
ti >; lass. Scon a dulL smoky lantern 
a; ;eared here and thero in the winding 
; stages, swie'rint with lis'.rrs iuactian 
ir m the lew. emoke bis-k'ued ceiling. 


grin of aatirfactioa. 

But in that parsing Instant Q?*» eyes 
had fixahed to another facet a strung. 
rudfl2y-hced Saxcn oca. The American 
had ret looked cp, his attention fully 
engrossed in a pinch of oplem he 


lifting to h:« nostrils. Across his face* 


Lug her firmly erect. 

"Oh. eh l" ah* breathed la fear again aad 
again. 

Her comrade knew It could b* but a 
moment td the Mcugofians gathered their 
scattered wit* and disc o v e red their re¬ 
treat. What torture would then be theirs 
to gxf ur e he could only conjecture. But 
his Imagination told hha !t would be ter¬ 
rible enough to justify any risk for a 
chance cf escaping. 

He stored with e xtr eme cautim away 
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anniher were t<irg tern into shred* in | tire curiosity. 
O’s train. P.cked out L : ke drops cf 
■rorrirg MoM came the memrry that Img 
»x? t*r falLfr—n-'w dead many years— 
h*i employed encre* cf Chinese in hi* 
in’m-'n cJtnery cn the t:w*r rdrer. Tha: 

«l» l<fere his crsihdng failure. It was, 
rw*Me. only too possible, that rue or 
ru:ce than one cf these was taking out 
Ha re»euge oa her. It had been heptfes* 
fv ie- fflfT to try to xray them eH la 
full and rlriily ah* remembered th* 
e v roato that had buffeted the broken 


! In a- eery frenry cf despair the girl 
wrenched a hand fro* and threw It cut 
the rail* Taking the door frame with a 
rasp th*t was to set tie teeth of all those 
within aoand <*u edge. 

The man threw erero a Mend head with 
the energy cf a ttanled bull Aa his 
fiaahlrg eyes tuck In the tragedy sweep¬ 
ing past him. such a look of tnee& u j y 
hor r or famed oxer his face that the 
girTa memory wa* sea r e d as with a fire¬ 
brand. The last glimpse ehe caught waa 


less tread about the room. His object 
was definite—huw f e rve n tly he prayed It 
might not be futile. 
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